July 15, 2008 

Town Board Minutes 

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on July 15, 2008 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 
LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember 

ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 

JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 

RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

ROSEMARY BOYLE-LASHER
Assistant to the Director 

of DOTS 

JEFF TKACS
DES, Homeland Safety & Security Coor.

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 

* * * * * * * * * * 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.
* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. 

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS
Supervisor Puglisi gave brief reports in lieu of proclamations. She spoke of the state of the economy, gasoline, oil, petroleum crisis and how the Cortlandt Town Board is working to help the community.

The Town is establishing 2 “Park and Rides”- one at Sprout Brook Park, at Memorial Drive, at the roller hockey rink area and perhaps additional areas.  They hope to be up and going within next 10 days as soon as signage is up and the public will be notified. They have also requested to Westchester County DOT for more bus stops and routes and will be meeting with them for discussion. Funding for these will be sought.
The Town Board and Jeff Tkacs are working on programs to conserve energy within the Town facilities, working with the economic committee, investigating oil consortiums, hybrid vehicles, and giving energy tips for the public.
Supervisor Puglisi stated she is optimistic, that we have been here before and she has seen the cycle before, and that together we will recover and improve. Each time the Town Board discusses or votes on an issue, they discuss first how it will affect the treasury and the taxpayers. Supervisor Puglisi will meet with Glen Cestaro to discuss the budget and the Town’s fiscal health and will report back within next week.
Supervisor Puglisi emphasized that the Town has to be fiscally conservative. One project that will be going forward is the new Youth Center with groundbreaking on July 23rd at 5:00 p.m. at it’s location at Memorial Drive. The 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Supervisor thanked Mike Kaufman for the use of one of his houses as the previous Youth Center.

Also on the agenda is the establishing of the Cortlandt Diversity Task Force which will be working with Garrison Jackson, schools districts, the clergy, the public and the students.

The Supervisor reminded everyone to please attend Lady of Mt. Carmel Feast July 17-20 in Verplanck.
* * * * * * * * * *

ROLL CALL 

On a roll call attendance was taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board Members indicated their presence.  

* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS 
Councilmember Sloan:  “Go for the Green” tip of the month concerns the cost of keeping cool. He compared the costs of the different ways to cool one’s home and the difference in savings if cut back by only 10%. Each month one can save $3 for the attic exhaust, $1 for box fan, $8 for window air conditioner and $25 for central air by just cutting back 10% of the usage.
Councilmember Sloan also spoke of future traffic conditions in City of Peekskill due to construction of 2 yr. project of reconstruction of 4 bridges on Rt. 9 and how the Town Board will be monitoring the situation and looking for traffic solutions to ease the burden on the residents.
Councilmember Becker: will defer to next month’s Town Board meeting to give an update on the report on oil which was initiated at last month’s board meeting.
Councilmember Lindau: Presented a DVD on behalf of the Jane Little Memorial Arboretum to Supervisor Puglisi
Councilmember Farrell: spoke of the Public Hearing on tonight’s agenda to consider a moratorium on outdoor furnaces due to their increase in popularity. The Town Board is concerned about the unregulated installation in homes and that there are no state wide regulations at present time and the Town Board can foresee that this presents health and safety issues.  He stated that there is the need to get regulation that is safe, sane and sensible.
Councilman Farrell also spoke of the Office of the Aging program, a team of professionals working with our seniors to help them to live their best quality of life. Some of the programs offered are a nutrition program, congregate meals which are served during the day at the center, a prescription pickup and delivery, and rides to doctor’s offices and the hospital. The program is supervised by Fran Surak, Dawn Mahoney, social worker Nora Hogan who is very knowledgeable of various helpful programs, and Cora Morabito who supervises the onsite nutritional program.  He urged residents to call the center to benefit from services.

* * * * * * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of    , approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker    seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found fully transcribed and entered into the Official Public Hearing Minute Book located in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

The following Public Hearing was conducted: Public Hearing to consider a Moratorium on Outdoor Furnaces.
Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper. 

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:01 p.m.  

DISCUSSION:

Supervisor Puglisi echoed Councilman Farrell’s concerns regarding the regulations needed for outdoor furnaces and that the Town is trying to get from New York State DEC some guidelines, rules and regulations in our code enforcement office for these issues.

Councilmember Farrell added that it does not contemplate to regulate the use of BBQ or ovens, stoves, 
There was no further discussion.

A motion to close the hearing, adopt a negative declaration and adopt the local law and adopt the resolution was made by Councilmember Becker and seconded by Councilmember Lindau. 

All voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO. 197-08 RE: NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

 RE: (MORATORIUM ON OUTDOOR FURNACES).

LOCAL LAW NO. 4 OF 2008: A LOCAL LAW IMPOSING A MORATORIUM ON OUTDOOR FURNACES WITHIN THE TOWN OF CORTLANDT.

RESOLUTION NO. 198-08 RE: REQUESTING NEW YORK STATE REGULATE OUTDOOR FURNACES.
* * * * * * * * * *
HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
NONE

* * * * * * * * * * 

BID REPORTS 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following items be received and filed and the resolution indicated be adopted as amended.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.  
1.
Amend to Reject Bids opened July 11, 2008 with respect to the Cortlandt 
Lake Dam project; and authorize to re-bid.

There was no discussion.      All voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO. 199-08 RE: REJECTION OF BIDS RECEIVED ON JULY 11, 2008, CONTRACT TE 2008.05, “REHABILITATION OF CORTLANDT LAKE DAM-DAM NO. NY-085” AND AUTHORIZE RE-EVALUATION AND RECEIPT OF BIDS
* * * * * * * * * * 
REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.  
June, 2008 Report from the Office for the Aging, the Purchasing Department, The Receiver of Taxes and the Town Clerk.

* * * * * * * * * * 

OLD BUSINESS 
Receive and File the following:  

1.
Letter from Westchester County in response to a request from the Town 
for an evaluation of Bee-Line bus stops and possible increase in same.
2.
2008 Update and Report from the Tenant Landlord Advisory Board.

3.
Youth Center ground breaking Notice for July 23, 2008.

4.
DES Report with respect to possible “park and ride” sites within the Town, 
and authorize proceeding with same. (Sprout Brook Park and Memorial 
Drive Skate Park)
* * * * * * * * * *
NEW BUSINESS 
Receive and File the following:  

1.
Memo from the Planning Board declaring intent to be Lead Agent with 
respect to a proposed subdivision located at the end of Rome Court east 
of Croton Park Road.

2.
Letter/Petition from residents of Jacob’s Hill with respect to safety issues 
at Woodcrest and Jacobs Hill Road; and refer to DES, DOTS, and the 
Traffic Safety Committee.

Discussion:
Supervisor Puglisi gave thanks to Rosemary Boyle-Lasher and Tom Wood who meet with tenants and landlords having issues and come up with compromises and solutions.
Also, to the friends from Jacob Hill who gave letter and petition regarding safety issues and was told that it will be voted on next month accordingly after hearing reports

All voted AYE
RESOLUTION # 200-08 RE: AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PARK AND RIDE SITES.

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.  

3.
Request from the New York State Association of Fire Chiefs for support of 
a NYS Senate Bill which was passed to increase the Income Tax Credits 
for Volunteers; approve same and forward to our State Assemblywoman.

Discussion:
Councilmember Sloan: stated he is voting against because it is to make the politicians look good at expense of taxpayers, that it is a self serving thing on behalf of Albany.

NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)

Supervisor Puglisi, Councilmembers Becker, Farrell, and Lindau expressed their support and all will be voting in favor to give tax relief to volunteers to encourage residents to volunteer in a time when volunteerism is at a decline.

The Board was POLLED

Councilmember Sloan:
NO

Councilmember Becker:
YES

Supervisor Puglisi:
YES

Councilmember Lindau:
YES

Councilmember Farrell:
YES

The motion was passed.

RESOLUTION # 201-08 RE: RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NYS LEGISLATION INCREASING THE INCOME TAX CREDIT FOR VOLUNTEERS.
Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.  

4.
Letter from the Verplanck Residents Association with respect to the 
Steamboat Riverfront Park; and refer to DES, Legal and Police 
Departments and authorize parking until 11:00 pm from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day on a trial basis
5.
Draft Ordinances with respect to proposed Waterfront Enhancement 
District and Waterfront Light Industrial District; and refer to the Planning 
Board for comment.

Discussion:

Councilmember Lindau clarified that it is for parking and for people and to close the park at 11:00 p.m. Supervisor Puglisi indicated that the Town’s compromise was to say it would close at 11:00 pm., that there has been some vandalism in that section of the Town and that the police are very aware of it and will continue to be so.
 All voted AYE. 
RESOLUTION # 202-08 RE: AUTHORIZING A CHANGE IN PARKING HOURS ON STEAMBOAT DOCK TO 11:00 P.M.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 203-08 RE: APPOINTING THE CORTLANDT DIVERSITY TASK FORCE.

* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION NO. 204-08 RE: AUTHORIZING THE CHANGE OF THE TAXABLE STATUS DATE IN 2010.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 205-08 RE: AUTHORIZE THE SUPERVISOR TO EXECUTE A RENEWAL LEASE FOR (1) YEAR FOR PROPERTY ON 8TH STREET IN VERPLANCK.

* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION NO. 206-08 RE: AUTHORIZE A CONTRACT EXTENSION FOR BUS SERVICES FROM HUDSON VALLEY BUS COMPANY WITH RESPECT TO A FUEL ADJUSTMENT.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION # 207-08 RE: AUTHORIZE AN EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT AT THE HILLPOINT PARK.

* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION # 208-08 RE: RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NYS LEGISLATION REQUIRING FLUORESCENT BULB RECYCLING AT RETAIL STORES.

* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION # 209-08 RE: RESOLUTION OBJECTING TO ESTABLISHEMENT OF LEAD AGENCY BY A PLANNING BOARD FOR APPLICATION OF DECO LAND HOLDING CORP.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION #210-08 RE: RESOLUTION OBJECTING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMUNITY RESIDENCE AT 21 OGDEN AVENUE.

* * * * * * * * * *
Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi stated that she is pleased to be establishing the Cortlandt Diversity Task Force and that something positive is coming out of something unpleasant.  The Town Board is looking forward to the reports. She acknowledged members Matilda Gilbert, John Owens, Rabbi Kupcheck, Garrison Jackson and other community volunteers
All voted AYE

* * * * * * * * *
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion.  

Received and File the following: 

1.
Memo from the Planning Board declaring Lead Agent with respect to a 
proposed site development plan located on the west side of Rt. 9 from the 
intersection with Roa Hook; and object to same.

2.
Notice from The Institutes of Applied Human Dynamics, Inc. of Intent to 
develop a community residence on Ogden Road; and object to same.

3.
Request for a License Agreement with respect to a wall on the Town 

right-of-way; and refer to DES, DOTS and the Legal Department.

Resolutions:

RESOLUTION #211-08 RE: APPOINT JOHN BOHANNON AS WATER MAINENANCE FOREMAN IN THE WATER DIVISION OF D.O.T.S.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION #212-08 RE: AMEND THE TEMPORARY SERVICE POOL LIST TO INCLUDE MARTIN EASTWOOD.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION # 213-08 RE: AUTHORIZE FIREWORKS PERMIT TO GARDEN STATE FIREWORKS, INC. ON BEHALF OF PEEKSKILL CELEBRATION 2008.

* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION #214-08 RE: AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF A PORTABLE SPEED TABLE; AND DIRECT A LETTER BE SENT TO THE RESIDENTS OF DIMOND AVENUE WITH RESPECT TO SAME.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTION #215-08 RE: APPOINT TWO STUDENTS TO THE BEAR MOUNTAIN TOLL HOUSE VISITOR CENTER STUDENT APPRENTICE PROGRAM 2008/

* * * * * * * * * *
Discussion:
Supervisor Puglisi spoke of John Bohannon’s appointment and commended him for his good work.

All voted AYE.  

* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS
NONE
* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 
NONE
* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS 
Garrison Jackson 
Thanked the board and spoke of the Diversity Committee and their hopes to keep Cortlandt a town as a great place to live in.

Paul Ronga  MacArthur Blvd.

To discuss excessive speeding on MacArthur Blvd. and inquired of various solutions to the speeding.

* * * * * * * * * *
ADJOURNMENT 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:50 p.m., seconded by Councilmember Farrell. 
* * * * * * * * * *

Respectfully Submitted, 

JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

Town Clerk 
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